Complications in patients on therapeutic drugs.
Increasing numbers of patients take more drugs of ever-increasing potency. Dentists today see many of these patients. They should therefore be aware of the connection between drug administration and emergency situations. In certain instances drug-related complications, side-effects and emergencies of both a local and a general nature can arise. Some local complications are destruction of teeth due to the intake of medicines with high sugar content; erosive lesions of the oral mucosa; paraformaldehyde necrosis; and those arising from the use of chlorhexidine. Systemic complications are anaemia due to aspirin misuse; oral ulceration due to antirheumatic drugs; adrenal insufficiency after glucocorticosteroid medication; catecholamine reactions; anticoagulation therapy and bleeding problems; epilepsy; asthma; aplastic anaemia; opportunistic infections; and allergic reactions. The dentists should be prepared to diagnose and manage these complications whether they arise during dental treatment or following it.